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Abstract:

The El Tren de Aragua or Aragua Train is a little-known transnational gang
from Venezuela that formed from a corrupt railway labor union in Aragua from 2007
through 2010. The gang evolved into a Venezuelan prison gang and spread into the
streets from there. They are active in Venezuela, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Columbia, Costa
Rica, Ecuador, Panama, and Peru. Recently members for El Tren de Aragua have been
arrested in Chicago, Florida, and Texas coming in with the wave of undocumented
immigrants from Venezuela that has entered the United States. This paper provides a
gang threat analysis or profile of the history, structure, and function of the gang over
the years. Particular attention is provided to the political and ideological leanings
which have included fighting with police but displacing well-established guerilla group
territory through heavy weapon usage.

I ntroduction:

"What is El Tren de Aragua? El Tren de Araguais atransnational gang that
originatedinVenezuela. Thegang’ soperationshaveexpandedal over Central and South
America El TrendeAraguaisfollowing migration patternsand expandingintotheUnited
States. (Virgin, 2024) Accordingto DHS(2024):

“Transnationa gangsarecriminal organizationsthat operateacrossinternational

borders. Transnational gangstakeadvantageof differencesinlegd jurisdictionsand

law enforcement capabilitiesto avoid detection and prosecution, makingit more
difficultforauthoritiestoinvestigatetheirillegal activity.”
DHS(2024) stated that:

“Transnationa gangsoperateillega businessesandareinvolvedinvariouscrimes

tofundand grow their criminal enterprises. They focusonincreasingtheir market
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shareby decreasing other gangs' power and reach. Thiscompetition oftenleadsto

violencebetween gangsand agai nst thecommunitieswherethesegangsoperate.”
El TrendeAraguabegan asan offshoot of acorrupt railway constructionunioninaround
2009-2010intheVenezud an stateof Aragua. They took bribesintheir constructionwork.
The work was never completed. The gang expanded into other criminal activities.
(Sanhueza, 2022; Romo, Morillo, & Weffer, 2024)
Venezuelaisdivided into 23 states. El Tren de Aragua began in the state of Aragua.
AccordingtoRisquez (2023), El Tren de Araguaoperatesin eleven of thetwenty-eight
dtates. El TrendeAraguaisinvolvedinillegal gold mining operationsinthestateof Bolivar.

Tocoron Prison, Venezuda:

Whenyou commit crimesyouoftenfindyoursefinprison. Many El TrendeAragua
memberswereimprisoned at Tocoron Prisonwherethey took over theprison. Radford
and Buschlurer (2023) reported that:

“Thejail doubled up astheheadquartersof the Trende Aragua, Venezuela smost

powerful transnational gang. From thejail, Tren de Araguaruled a criminal

enterprisespanning severa Latin American countriesand reaching asfar asChile.

Thegangfitted theprison out withall kindsof facilities, suchasgamesroomsand

asmall zoo completewithflamingosandanostrich.”

Radford and Buschlurer (2023) reported that in September 2023 thegovernment acted and
stated that:

“Venezuelasaysit hasregai ned control of anotoriousjail, which had been under

thecontrol of thepowerful TrendeAraguacriminal gang. Some 11,000 security

personnel weredeployed to Tocordn prison, which had beenrun by inmatesfor
years. Prisonerswereabletoroamfreely insidethepenitentiary, which had hotel -
likefacilitiesincludingapool, nightclub, andamini zoo.”

Whoistheleader of El Tren deAragua?

Theleader of El TrendeAraguaisacknowledged to beHector Rustenford Gurrero
Foresaka”El Nin?0.” Gurrerowasaninmateat Tocoron prison and ran the operationsof
thegang fromthere. In 2023 when the V enezuel an government recaptured the prison,
Gurreroescaped andisdtill at large. (Radford & Buschlurer, 2023)

Hector Rustenford Gurrero Floreswasborn on December 2, 1983, in Maracay, Aragua
sate, Venezuela
InSightCrime (2024) reported that:

“ AccordingtoVenezuel an Supreme Court recordsfrom September 3, 2005, Nifio

Guerrero killed an Aragua police officer, which put him on the radar of the

authorities”

Sincethat time Gurrero hasbeen accused of several more murdersand ahost of other
crimes.
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Expansion of El TrendeAragua:
Under Guerrero’s leadership, El Tren de Aragua began to expand, first in
Venezuda. InSightCrime (2024) found that:
“Today, TrendeAragua spower extendsacrossV enezuel a, whereit controlsgold
minesinthestateof Bolivar, drug corridorsonthe Caribbean coast, and part of the
clandestineborder crossings, al so known astrochas, through which thousands of
migrantscrosstheborder with Colombia. But thegroup hasa so positionedinother
countriesintheregion suchasColombia, Peru, Chile, and Bolivia.”

Structureof El TrendeAragua:

AccordingtoInSightCrime(2024):

“Inadditiontothesupport that Nifio Guerreroreceivesfrom PetricaintheBolivar
miningfields, theleadership of the Trende Araguaa soincludesLarry Amaury
Alvarez, alias“Larry Changa,” whois presumed to have migrated to Chileto
coordinatethegroup’ sactivitiesat theinternationa level . Below themainleaders
arethelieutenants, localy knownas*“luceros.” Inthislist of Guerrero’ ssubordinates
andtrusted men, Wilmer Perez Cagtillo, dlias“ Wilmer Guayaba”, José Santana,
dlias" Santanita’, JoséAlvarado, dias" Goyo Chevrolet” , andamanidentified as
Kleiversonor dias” Flipper” who managespart of thegroup’ soperationsthrough
campaignsinthe Somosel Barrio JK Foundation, apseudo-social community
organization, standout.”

El TrendeAragua: Venezuela:

TDA originatedinVenezuela. Whilethey originally mainly engagedin actsof
corruptionor fraud, TDA hasexpandedtheir criminal activitesextensively Accordingto
Risquez’ sfindings, thetransnational mega-ganghasa“ portfolioof crimes.”

“ Somearethetraditional crimesyou findinacriminal organization, such as

extortion, contractkillingsanddrugtrafficking,” sheexplains. Whileothersarenot

socommon, suchasthe rinvolvementinsportsactivities moreprecisely inthededs
of Venezud anbasebdl playerswhosgnfor mgor leagueclubsintheUnited States.
| nvestigationsindicatethat they areshadow partnersinseverd training academies,

andthat they chargealargepercentagefor each contract.” (El Pais, 2023)
Singer (2023) noted that:

“One of the ways Tren de Aragua made money was by using Facebook

Marketplacetolure peopleinterestedin buying cheap cars. Unfortunately, when

thebuyersarrivedto buy thecar, they wererobbed and sometimes murdered.”
TheEconomist (2023) foundthat El Tren de Araguaearned money by humantrafficking
SyIng.

“Itsmainearner isthemovement of people. Mr. Guerrero built hisempireby exploiting
many of the nearly 8m Venezuelans who |eft the country in the past decade, as
hyperinflation and dictatorship took hold. Thesyndicate hasindustrialized human
trafficking onasca enot seenbeforein South America...”
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Munoz-Pogossian, B. and Winkler, A. (2023) foundthat:
“Theoutflow of refugeesand migrantsfromV enezuel aisthelargest di splacement
crigsintheworld, withamost 7.7 millionmigrantsandrefugeesasof August 2023.”
Murioz-Pogossian, B. and Winkler, A. (2023) observedthat:.
“Insearch of the American dream, record numbersof migrantshavea soreached
theU.S.-Mexicoborder, with 262,633 V enezuelanshaving crossedjustin 2023,
upfrom 189,520in 2022. Theroot causesthat generated thisunprecedented flow
of migrantsand refugees, including democrati c breakdown, repression, and alack
of basic human rights, remain unchanged in Venezuela. Thereisalso adeep
economic crisis driven by devastating policies and a kleptocracy that has
characterizedthepolitical landscapeduringthelast 20 years.”
Citingthefindingsof V enezud an investigativejourndist RonnaRisquez, TheClinicsated:
“Unlikeother groups, the Tren de Araguadoesnot need to havearmed meninall
countries. They may be capable of committing atrociousviolenceagainst their
enemies, like somethat have occurred in Chile, but that is not something that
characterizesthem. M ogt of itsmemberslook and act likeanyoneel se, but they are
capableof joiningany criminal activity that they consider may bringsomeincome:
fromdrugtrafficking, tothesexual exploitation of women, toextortionand murder.
They dedi catethemsel vesto everything, without any problem,” (TheClinic, 2022)
Risguez (2023) observed that El Tren de Aragua has expanded its operations from
Venezuelato: Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Panama, Peru and the United
States.

El TrendeAragua: Bolivia
El Trende Araguahasexpandedto Bolivia. Boliviaisamajor drug producing
country. Reportingabout TdA, Paredes(2022) said:
“Thismafiatook over northern Chileandisdedicated to thetrafficking of women
for sexual exploitation asitsmain sourceof income, evenmorethandrugandarms
trafficking. InBoliviathereisasmall groupthat operatesmainly ontheborder with
Chile, but thereareemissariesthat recruit thesameV enezuelan and Colombian
womenincitiessuchasSantaCruz delaSierra, LaPaz, Cochabambaand Oruro.
Indrugtrafficking they arededicated to thesynthetic drug business.”

El TrendeAragua: Brazil
El TrendeAraguahasbegunto expandto neighboring Brazil . InSightCrime (2019)
statedthat:
“Membersof Venezud d slargeand dangerous Trende Araguagang areactively
tryingto expandtheir group’ sinfluenceintheBrazilian prisonswherethey are
incarcerated.
Inearly September, RoraimaState Security Secretary Olivan Junior warned that
Trende Araguamembershad been engagedindrug, armsand humantrafficking
intheBraziliancity of Pacaraima, ontheborder withVenezueld sstateof Bolivar,”
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Romo, Morrilloand Weffer(2024) stated that:
“By 2015, aformer V enezuel anlaw enforcement official told CNN, ‘ They were
already intheir prime.” That year they forged analliancewith Primeiro Comando
daCapital, aBraziliancrimina organization. [twasonly amatter of timebeforethey
would extend their tentacl esthroughout South America.”

El TrendeAragua: Chile
InaChilennewsreportinterviewing Risquez (2022)
“WhendidtheAraguaTrainarrivein Chile?—Thereisevidenceof someleaders
of theAraguaTrainin Chilesince 2018. Some may have been part of agroup of
peoplewhoweretraveling or perhgpswithfa sedocuments, but they enteredlegally
insomecases.-Whoisit?—"El Estrella’, for exampl e, oneof thebossesidentified
inChileandarrestedinthefirst operationcarried out by the Chilean policeinMarch.
| understandthat heenteredlegal ly and that at somepoint hehad permissiontolive
inChile. Thereisanother one, avery important bosswho entered Chilelegally and
apparently a soleft Chilelegally whenthe Chileanauthoritiesbegantoinvestigate
him, and herealizesthat they areinvestigating him. Thisbosstraveled onaplane,
onacommercid airlinefrom Santiago de Chileto Colombia.”
“Thereisaso drug trafficking, one of the most important drugsthat has been
identifiedintheorganization’ straffickingisketamine,itiscalledtus or pink cocaine.
Inaddition, they havededi cated themsdl vesto extorting merchants, intheterminals,
inbusinessesto control themability of Venezuelan migrantsat buspassenger
gtations. Andthey launder money, they haveestablished somebus nesses- mainly
food - tolaunder money. Insummary, the AraguaTrainfound aspacein Chileto
carry out sexual exploitation, traffictusi, launder money and extort merchants.”
(TheClinic,2022)
Intheirinterview with Risquez, TheClinicwent ontoreport:
“ What isthe AraguaTraindoing herein Chile?—They arelikeakind of coyotes
that insomecasesdo chargefor passing migrants, but they also chargefor migrants
who pass, even if they do not help them, and they do it precisely against the
Venezuelan migrantswho, asl toldyou, aretheir first victims. Then, thesexual
exploitation of V enezuel an women, which not only takesthemto Chile, but has
takenthemto other countriesintheregion. Thatisoneof theactivitiesthat generates
incomefor thisorganization and that they haveimplementedin Chileapparently
quite strongly. It was an activity that was not common in Chile, and what |
understandisthat the AraguaTraingrabbed akind of nichethat no criminal group
had, and they have managedto havethispresenceof Venezudanwomenwhoare
sexudly exploited by theminsevera locationsin Chile.” (theClinic, 2022)

El TrendeAragua: Meddllin, Columbia
ColombiabordersVenezuela. Many of therefugeesfromV enezue atrave through
Columbiawhenthey leaveVenezuela. Romo, Morrilloand Weffer (2024) found that:
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“InColombia, TrendeAragua, and ariva guerrillagroup knownastheNational
Liberation Army (ELN), “ operate sex trafficking networksintheborder town of
Villadel RosariointheNortede Santander department.”
Romo, Morrilloand Weffer (2024) alsofound that:
“ThesegroupsexploitVenezud anmigrantsandinternaly displaced Colombiansin
sex trafficking and takeadvantageof economicvulnerabilitiesand subject themto
debt bondage,” accordingtotheUS State Department 2023 Traffickingin Persons
Report about Colombia. Policeintheregion say theorganization hasvictimized
thousandsthroughextors on, drug and humantrafficking, kidnappingand murder.”
Bodiesof El Tren de Araguavictimswere stuffed into garbage bags on the streets of
Columbia. (El Pais, 2023)

El TrendeAragua: Ecuador
Ecuavisa(2023) reportedthat:
“AsMolinaremembers, thefirst mark | eft by thisgangin Ecuador occurred two
yearsago, onNovember 17, 2020. In Carchi, inanoperation, thePolicedismantled
acriminal organization that they identified asEl Tren de Aragua, made up of
Venezud ancitizenswhoextorted andd soengagedinillicithumantrafficking. They
intendedto control the Tulcan buses, detail sthe publicationontheinstitution’s
website; asaresult, ninemenweredetained.”

Ecuavisa(2023) went onto say:
“One of the most recent events took place in December 2022, when a
businesswoman from Mantawas rescued after being kidnapped for 22 days.
Regarding her captors, at thepressconferenceit wasrevea ed that theV enezuelan
gangwould bebehindtheincident.
Patricio Almendariz, policechief of theManabi subzone, saidthat thekidnappers
identifiedthemsdvesaspart of El TrendeAragua Atthetime, Almendérizclarified
to Ecuavisa.comthat it had not been possibleto* haveindicationsthat they arepart
of that organi zation, but that ishow they i dentified themsa ves, wecannot eliminate
it either becausetheremay besomelink.”

El Tren deAragua: M éxico

Vargas(2023) observed that |argenumbersof immigrantsfromVenezuelawere
travelingthough Mexicoto get tothe United States. M exican authoritieshavebeen alerted
to look for membersof El Tren de Araguaamong the surges of immigrantstraveling
northward. Mexico hasnot reported TDA membersascommitting any crimesthere. TDA
seemsto beusing Mexico asapassthrough stateto get tothe United States. Membersof
El Trende Araguahavebeen capturedin Texas. (Virgin,2024)

El TrendeAragua: Panama:
Duetoitslocation, many well established human trafficking routespassthrough
Panamaenroutetothe United States. Mufioz-Pogossian, B. and Winkler, A. (2023) stated
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thet:.

“Thechallengesfaced by the 7,710,887 displaced V enezuel ansthroughout the
world, and the stories of so many of them moving throughout the Americas
demonstratesthedanger they arein—especially whenthey attempt to crossthe
harrowing Darién Gap. This575,000 hectares of jungle between Panamaand
Colombiahasbecomeoneof theWestern Hemisphere smost pressingfoca points
of thecriss. AccordingtotheUnited NationsOfficeof theHigh Commissioner for
Human Rights (UNHCR), migrants are exposed to “multiple human rights
violations, including sexud violence, murders, disgppearances, trafficking, robbery
andintimidation by organized criminal groups.”

Mufioz-Pogossian, B. and Winkler, A. (2023) further observedthat:.
“Despitethislife-threatening journey—which can take amost 10 days—the
numbers, asreported by Panamanian authorities, havegoneup exponentialy, from
thea most unthinkablerecord of nearly 250,000in 2022 to morethan 330,000in
2023

El TrendeAraguaisheavily involvedintrafficking humansfromV enezue aand Colombia

through Panama. Panamaisincreasing itseffortsto combat humantraffickingintheir

country. In2008, Panama’ sgovernment enacted L aw 26 to strengthen the penaltiesfor

humantrafficking. (Risquez, 2023)

El TrendeAragua: Peru
LaRepublica(2022) reported that:
“OnJuly 19, theNational Policeof Peru captured four alleged membersof the
dangerous Tren deAraguagang, whosemembersaredi spersed throughout severa
L atin American countries. The operation was carried out in the district of La
Victoriaand mobilized alargenumber of agents.”

LaRepublica(2022) alsoreported that:
“Inthearea, four suspectswerearrested, threewomen and oneman, onthetenth
floor. “*Weapons, drugs, notebookswithwomen’ snamesand amountsof money
havebeenfound, and theword‘kill her’ could evenberead asif it werean order.
Thesesubjectsrantheclandestineprostituteinour city,” saidthePNPinLatina.”

El TrendeAragua: Texas
Texasisafocal pointfor illegal border crossingsintothe United States. M ufioz-
Pogossian, B. andWinkler, A. (2023) foundthat between 2022 and 2023 452,153illegal
immigrantsfrom Venezuelacrossed the border into the United States. Virgin (2024)
reportedthat:
“TheFBI in El Paso shared with FOxSA that acrossthe border some 38 members
werearrestedinfiscal year 2023. Kimberly Carrilloisaspecia agentwiththe FBI
inEl Pasowhotellsusthiscriminal organization likeothershasevolved and has
taken advantage of communitiesand migrantsaround them.”
Virgin (2024) observedthat:
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“El Trende Araguamemberswith higher rankshavebeenfoundto havetattoosof

MK47 and crownsliketheoneworn by the Queen of England.”
The local Texas authorities have been overwhelmed by this massive flow of illegal
immigrants. Theseillegal immigrantshaveto behoused, fed, provided medical careand
schoolingfor their children. In an attempt to easethe burden onthetaxpayersof Texas,
Governor Abbott beganapoalicy of bussingillegal immigrantstovariouscitesintheUnited
States. Governor Abbot’ sofficestatedinapressrel easedated January 12, 2024 that Texas
had bussed:

“Over 12,500 migrantsto Washington, D.C. since April 2022

Over 37,100 migrantsto New Y ork City since August 2022

Over 30,800 migrantsto Chicago since August 2022

Over 3,400 migrantsto Philadel phiasince November 2022

Over 15,700 migrantsto Denver sinceMay 18

Over 1,500 migrantsto LosAngelessinceJune 14”
Thishashad theunintended consequenceof spreading TDA membersacrossthecountry
aongwiththeillegal immigrant population.
Accordingto Salinasand Salotra(2024) :

“Gov. Greg Abbott has declared the Venezuelan gang a foreign terrorist

organization and asked the Department of Public Safety to createastriketeam

targetingthem.”

El TrendeAragua: New York
Thebussing operationsfrom Texassent 37,100immigrantsto New Y ork City.
(Abbott, 2024) On 06/09/24, Romo, Morillo and Weffer reported that:
“In New York, police say Bernardo Raul Castro-Mata, a 19-year-old from
V enezuel a, shot two policeofficerslast week. Castro-Mataentered thecountry
illegalylast July, amember of Immigrationand CustomsEnforcement told CNN.
The Venezuelan has tattoos associated with Tren de Aragua — which court
documentsfor a suspected gang member in Georgiadescribe asfive-pointed
crowns, five-pointed starsand teardrops—theNew Y ork Police Department told
CNN. Castro-Matahad no prior arrestsbut isasuspect in several robberiesin
Queens”
NEW Y ORK (TribuneNews Service) (2024) reported that:
“ A migrant accused of shooting andwoundingtwo NY PD copsinQueenstold
authoritiesfiring at policewas" common practice” back homeinVenezuela—
although heclaimed hedidn’t meanto openfire, prosecutorssaid Wednesday .
Bernardo Raul Castro Mata, who prosecutors say shot the officersafter being
caught zipping thewrong way down aone-way Queensstreet on ascooter back
onJune 3, admitted to authoritiesheisamember of theviolent Venezuelangang
TrendeAragua.” (Banchariva& Tracy, 2024)
TDA membersquickly devel oped new tactistofacilitatetheir crimina operations
inNew Y ork City. On02/12/24, Vincent Kaplan, Celona& Miller (2024) reported that
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El TrendeAraguagang memberswerecommitting robberiesusingmopedsinNY Ctraffic.
Therobber would seizeapurseor aphone and usethe phoneto drainthevictim’ shank
account.

Inthedensetrafficof New Y ork City, mopedsand scooterscandrivein between
carsandonsidewalks. NY PD carsaremuch slower tofollow incity traffic. Mopedsand
scootersaremuchfaster thananNYY PD officer onfoot. NY PD horsepatrol unitscould have
someadvantageinthistypeof pursuit.

However, NY PD did apprehend the scooter robbers. Accordingto Marino and
Fitz-Gibbon (2024):

“Thefugitiveringleader of aninterstatemigrant moped gang that wreaked havocin

theBig Applewasbusted by NY PD copsintheBronx after threemonthsonthe

lam, ThePost haslearned. Police said amigrant moped gang terrorized thefive
boroughslast year, staging gunpoint robberiesand sending the proceedsto cohorts
inForida”

“Victor Parra, 30, abigwigintheruthlesscrew that peddled stolengoodsfromthe

fiveboroughsto cohortsin Florida—andto contactsin South America, wasnabbed

ridingamoped without ahel met last week andisnow in custody, |aw enforcement

sourcessaid Monday. Thescooter had Texasplates, according tothesources.”
McCarty & Fitz-Gibbon (2024) stated that theNew Y ork National Guardtroopsthat had
been tasked with processing new immigrantshad been directed tolook for El Trende
AraguatattoosamongtheV enezuelanimmigrantsthey wereprocessing.

El TrendeAragua: lllinois
Texas sent over 30,800illegal immigrantsto Chicago. (Abbott, 2024) Reyes
(2024) reported that:
“ Atleast onemember of the Tren de Araguagang hasbeen arrestedinthe Chicago
area. Edwin Camejo, 27, wasarrested on Dec. 11, 2023, in Chicago’ sBack of the
Y ardsneighborhood after an operationinwhich morethanadozen policeofficers
participated. Cameg owasarrested for alegedly selling cocaineto anundercover
officer threetimes. McCarthy explained that an operationlikethisrequiresan
individua tosdll drugsinacertainamount tocreateaseriouscrime. Camg o’ sreport
sayshehasnoarrest warrantsandisnot on parole, but heisamember of the Tren
deAragua.”

El TrendeAragua: Florida
Ortiz (2024) reported that:
“Policeaccused Hernandez-Monteroand Y urwin Sal azar-Maita, 23, of killing43-
year-old JoseL uisSanchez Vd eraafter hewaslured by women and abducted from
theparkinglotof LaQuintalnn& SuitesinlateNovember. TheDoral residentwas
found dead thenext day, Nov. 28, with hishandsand feet bound inthe backseat
of a2018 Toyota4Runner.”

Ortiz(2024) dsosaid:
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“Likehisalleged accomplice, Hernandez-Monteroischarged with first-degree
murder, armed homeinvasi on, carjacking and kidnapping. Hernandez-Montero
and Salazar-Maita have been denied bail, remaining jailed at Miami-Dade
County’ sTurner Guilford Knight Correctional Center and Metrowest Detention
Center respectively.”

Ortiz (2024) went onto say:
“ Accordingto policereports, Salazar-Maitaisamember of the Trende Aragua,
theinfamousgang that hasbeenterrorizing citizensof the South American country
for morethanadecade. Sanchez V alera sabduction, carjacking, homeinvasion
and murder isthefirst documentedinstanceof acrimecommittedin South Horida
by amember of thegang known for itssizeand wanton useof violence.”

El TrendeAragua: Georgia

LakenRiley wasa22year oldnursing student attending AugustaUniversity. On 02/
22/24 Riley went out for ajog. Shewas attacked and murdered on thejogging pathin
Oconee Forest Park. (Cavallier, 2024) lllegal Venezuelan immigrant, José Antonio
Ibarra,26, wasarrested for themurder. (Cavallier, 2024) | barra sbrother, alsoanillegal
Venezuelanimmigrant, isaknownmember of El TrendeAragua

El Tren DeAragua: Wisconsin
Accordingto Sikma(2024) in Watertown, Wis.:
“ A suspected member of theV enezuelan gang Tren de Araguawasarrested for
allegedly brutalizingawoman and her daughter inatiny Wisconsintown—and
hometown GOPRep. DavidVan Ordensaiditwasonly “ amatter of time” before
tragedy struck thanksto the Biden-Harrisadministration’ sopen-border policies.
AlgandroJoseCoronel Zarate, 26, cuffedlatelast week, isaccused of sexual ly and
physi cdly assaultingawoman* under particularly brutal circumstances,” holdingthe
woman and daughter against their will and “ over the course of aperiod of time
sexually and physicaly assaultingthemboth,” Prairiedu Chien PoliceChief Kyle
Teynor saidinMonday pressconference. Thelatestincident alsoresultedinthe
injury of thevictim’ sminor child, policesaid.
Afterinitially saying Zaratewas* suspected” of havinganaffiliationwith Trende
Aragua, theviolent gang that’ sbeenwreaking havoc acrossthenation, policesaid
Monday they are” moreconfident now” about Zarat€e stiestothetransnational gang
based ontherinvestigations.”

What About Colorado?
In Aurora, Colorado armed TDA members have been terrorizing apartment
residents. Accordingto Venturaand Johnson (2024):
“InAurora, Coloradogang membershavebeenlinkedtoviolentincidentsat severa
apartment complexes. Surveillancevideo at thosedwel lingsshowssomealleged
gang memberscarrying assaultrifles. Local policehaveresponded to numerous



Etter and Hockley: El Tren de Aragua

caseswhereresidentswerevictimsof armed robberiesand homeinvasions.”
Inaddition, TDA membershad beeninvolvedin shootingsin Aurora. Nixonand Dixon
Azuge-Perezwerearrested by AuroraPoliceinrelationtoaJuly 28th shooting on charges
of evidencetampering. They werereleased on $1,000 bond. (Baehr, 2024)

SUmmary

El TrendeAragua(TdA) hasgrownfromacorrupt railway unioninVenezudainto
atransnationa gangwhoseoperationscover Centra and South America Operatinginsmal
groups, TDA hasbegunto enter the United Statesthrough their involvement inhuman
trafficking. TDA is very adaptable and has a short learning curve for new criminal
operations. TDA quickly adaptstheir tacticstolocal situations. They areaknown danger
tolaw enforcement. Thisgangisagrowingthrest.
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